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UNCLAS MOSCOW 11871 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: E/AGR 

SUBJECT: USSR: INCLEMENT WEATHER DELAYING SOVIET HARVEST 
DEPARTMENT PASS AGRICULTURE 

1. INCLEMENT WEATHER WHICH DOMINATED SOVIET UNION HAS 
PRODUCED WIDESPREAD LODGING AND DELAYS IN THIS YEAR'S 
HARVEST. CONSEQUENTLY PROSPECTS FOR ANOTHER RECORD 
GRAIN HARVEST ARE SOMEWHAT DIMMER THAN ORIGINALLY 
HOPED FOR BY THE SOVIET PLANNERS. 
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2. THIS YEAR'S HARVEST IN THE SOVIET UNION IS NOT ONLY 
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LATE COMPARED WITH THE 1973 LEVELS BUT HAS ALSO BEEN 
SLOW IN PICKING UP SPEED AND DEVELOPING INTO WHAT COULD 
BE CALLED "HARVEST IN FULL SWING." THE DELAYS EN- 
COUNTERED AT PRESENT BEGAN DURING THE SPRING, WHICH 
ALTHOUGH IT ARRIVED EARLY DID NOT STABILIZE AND PERMIT 
SOWING OF SPRING GRAINS AND COMPLETION OF OTHER FIELD 
WORK DURING OPTIMAL TIME. CONSEQUENTLY SOWING OF SPRING 
CROPS REPORTEDLY WAS COMPLETED ON JUNE 10, SOME SEVEN 
TO 10 DAYS LATER THAN USUAL. 

3. THE UNSTABLE WEATHER THAT DOMINATED THE SPRING GRAIN 
AREAS IN THE EUROPEAN USSR ALSO HAD A NEGATIVE EFFECT 

ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF WINTER GRAINS DURING THE APRIL- JUNE 
PERIOD. THE GENERALLY WEAKENED WINTER GRAINS, DUE TO 
UNFAVORABLE WINTER CONDITIONS AND EARLY FALL SHORTAGES 
OF MOISTURE, CONTINUED THEIR SPRING DEVELOPMENT UNDER 
AD VERS CLIMATIC CONDITIONS. THE END RESULT WAS SLOWED 
GROWTH, AND UNEVEN RIPENING OF BOTH WINTER AND SPRING 
GRAINS WHICH CURRENTLY ARE HOLDING BACK AND DELAYING 
THE HARVEST. 

4. SINCE THE START OF THE HARVEST IN JULY WEATHER HAS 
CONTINUED TO BE UNSTABLE, CHANGING FROM SUNSHINE TO RAIN 
ALMOST DAILY. THE RAINS WHICH IN MOST INSTANCES HAVE 

BEN REPORTED AS HEAVY DOWNPOURS WERE OFTEN ACCOMPANIED 
BY STONG WINDS AND IN MANY AREAS DESCRIBED AS HAVING 
TORNADO FORCE. CONSEQUENTLY EXTENSIVE LODGING OF 
GRAINS WAS REPORTED IN MANY AREAS WHERE GRAINS WERE 
READY TO BE HARVESTED. 

5. ALTHOUGH MANY SUCCESS STORIES HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
IN THE PRESS, BOTH IN TERMS OF HIGH WORK PERFORMANCE 
BY INDIVIDUAL COMBINERS AS WELL AS IN HARVESTING 
RECORD HIGH YIELDS, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THIS YEAR'S 
HARVEST IN THE SOVIET UNION THUS FAR IS BOGGING DOWN 
UNDER RAINY WEATHER AND WIDESPREAD LODGING. IN ORDER 
TO PREVENT FURTHER LODGING VAST AREAS ARE BEING WIND- 
ROWED WITH THE HOPE FOR IMPROVED WEATHER AND A CHANCE 
TO THRESH. CONSEQUENTLY THE GAP BETWEEN THE GRAINS 
CUT AND THE GRAINS THRESHED CONTINUED TO WIDEN 
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THROUGHOUT THE FIRST MONTH OF THIS YEAR'S HARVEST. AS 
OF JULY 29 26. 1 MILLION HECTARES REPORTEDLY WERE CUT 
OF WHICH 15.5 MILLION WERE THRESHED. THIS WAS 80 AND 
67 PERCENT RESPECTIVELY OF LAST YEAR'S LEVEL. 

STOESSEL 
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